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Conftiencimm Queries 


ABOUT THE 


NEW ENGAGEMENT 


OR, 
| The Engagement Examined, as to the "8p of 1t, the 


Equity, Neeeſſity or Expediency of preſling ic, the 
Lawfulneſle of taking ir. 
By one whoſe deſire is 


To endeavour in all things the good of all : 
- Yet to doe no evil that good may come. 


To be carefull to render to every man his due : 
Yet curions.in giving to any what is anothers. 


To yield to any man in things lawfull : 
Yetto ſubſcribe to no man inthings unlawfull. 


Notſto'be haſty.in uttering any thing before God : 
Yet, having ſworn to his own hurt, not to change. 
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Pxov. 1.17. 
Surely in vainthe net is ſpread in the ſight of any bird. 
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£8 £8 FoHicther they who are the preſent Power of this Nation, be js conſcience and Dues, 
equity bound, or in prudence neceſſitated thas carneſtyxe20rels and enforce © bo 


anity ant 


vw 8 the Engagement ? 
Ws Whether the people of this Nation be not bound TQ2. ence torefuſe Dnuef.x; 
this Engagement ? 
Lueſt.za 


'  Tmizcaſe. tic former of theſe Queries bereſolved in the eve, and the hater i inthe 
- affirmative, whethcr they. in power decal conſci and prudently in'enforcing 
"it or-the people in making ſuch haſte "to rake''it , while they doe needieſſely and 
| unconſtionably exaQ, and theſe, do- headily Some which conſcience tels the one they 
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are not bound to ask, and the other they are not bound to give? | 
Oaeſt,4., In caſe the two former Querics ſhould prove only diſputable, and remain controverted 
a!mong men judicious and conſciencious. 

I. Whether they in power are not beund in conſcience, equity and prudence,to de- 
ſiſt enforcing that which vcing in it felf diſputable, indifferent and arbitrary, they finde ſo |! to! 
highly oftenſive to multitudes of their t.uly conſctencions, pious, and peaccable (though & as: 
diflenting)brethren? 


| b 4 tra 
2. Whether the people be not bound in conſcience torctuſe, or at leaſt to ſuſpend, until ® er; 
the matter being debated, they ſhall receive full and purQuall ſatisfa&tion 2 Cc 


For the clearing of the rwo former, I ſhall propound ſome other emergent queries and + 
conſiderations: Refiuning therefore my firſt. query, 5 by 
I propound to be conſidered, The P<rfons requiring, The Perſons required to engage, 
and the Engzgement it (c1f, : 3 
And firſt, ter the perſons preſſing this Engagement, whether they are-not th:mſelves } at] 
moſt of them ſuch as have taken the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance whercin they have 
ſworn [To bear faith and true Allegiance to hy Majeſtir, his heirs and ſucceſſors, aud him and | 
thems to «defend to the utmost of their power agaiz ſt all conſpiracies aud attempts whatſoever. which b- 
foal be againſt kis or their Perſons, ((rown or dignity ] Andagain [To bear faith and true Alle- | af 
giance to the Kings Highn*ſſe,hs lawfull [cceſſors, and to their yower to »fſiſÞavd defend all ju- ; 
ri{dicttons, priviledges, and preheminences,and Anthorities | _ to the Kings H ohnes,&e.)] | 
ſuch as have taken the Proteſtation of A4ay 5.1541. whercin they [| promiſe, vow and pro= | F 
zeſt to maintain and defend a far as lawfully they may, with their life, power aud eftate, ac: oram os þ fo 


to their aut y and Allegiaxce, hes Majeſties ri yall Perſon ang Eſtate, as alſo the Friviledges and 4c 


Power of Parliaments, the lawfull Rights and Eiberties of the Subject, Re, Aud to their power, th 
and 45 far as lawfully they may, ta oppoſe a1d by all 200d means and waies taendeavonr to bring to of 
condign puniſhment all ſuch as ſhall eith:r by force, prattice, counccl, plots, ConSÞiractes, or others pi 
wiſe do any thing to the contrary of any thing in this Proteſt ation, contained) ſuch as have alſo | 

taken the Covenant, entitled [ Engiands a»d Scotlands Covenant with thew Goa] intended &©® n 
[" 45 4 heage or wall to keep his vack ſliding hearts from going back] wherein they have with # Þp 
their hand lifted up tothe bigh Go i, engaged | zz their places and call ngs ſixcerely,really and j Oo 
conftantly to endeavonr the preſervation of the Kights and Priviledges of Parliament,the Liber= \ a1 
ties of the K ingdom,the defence of his Majeſties Perſou ana Anthority,(«nd that ſo )as the world | a 
may bear Witneſſes with their confci:uces that they had no theughts or intentions to aiiniſhliis | t 
Juſt power and greatneſſe ; The diſcovery of evil inſtruments kin:ring reformation, d viding the = 
King from his people, or one Kingdom from the other, &c. not ſuffering themſelues acrecty or V 
indireftly by whatſoever combination, perſwaſion or terrour,to be diviaed ayd withirawn from 2 
the bleſſed union, eith:y by making defe ion to axy contrary party, or by giving up themſelves to { 
# deteſtable indifferency or nentrality,ina sauſe ſs much concerning the glory of God and howour | 1 
of the King, 8&c, But all their daies xealouſly and conflantly promoting the ſame, accordingto | 

their power, againſt all oppoſition and impediments whatſcever, | Whether inthe apprehenſi=  « 
ns of moſt, and in truthythey themſelves do not (till Rand bound according to the purport | 1 


and mtcnt ogg obligations, as they were then taken, to purſue thoſe ends, ard in or- | .! 
der thereuntofe EMicayour the preſervation of the Liberties of the Sabz:&h, which not- | 
withRanding fair pretenccs may ſeem to have met with an Act of oblivion, the Priviledges | 
of Parliament, which arc wholly yiolated,and(were it not now too late) the welfare of the 
King whom they haye deſtroyed, and of his poſterity whom they have deſtinated go the 
ſame fate, ſo as they ſhould haye manifeſted to the world, that they intended not to dimi- 
nilk his juſt power and greatnefle, which world, it's to be feared, doth now conclude thae | 
they had no other intentions but to ruine him and his; ſtill bound to receive in, and what in 
inthem licth;to proteR the Lords and Commons, whom for the preſent they e_ to 

: | vindic:te 


| 


(s) | 


1 vindicate tbajHouſes from the power of the ſword, to command thoſe whom they now 0- 


bey, to ſet up the Government of King, Lords and Coinmoens, which thoy have thrown 


| down, toundoe, in what may be, whatſocver they haye done, cither deſtruftive to the an- 


cient Government, and known Laws, or othetwiſe contrary to their Oaths and Covenants, 


Z to bring to condign puniſhment thoſe that have div;ded between the King and the people, 
| asalſothoſe who have by foree, practice, counlel, plots or conſpiracies, done any thing cer- 


” trary tothe Oath of Allegiance, the Proteſtation and Covenant, and with their lives, pow- 
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er and eſtates to maintain and defend every perſon, that hath taken the Proteſtation and 
Covenant aforeſaid, in whatſoever he {hall do in lawtull purſuance of the ſame ? 

| 2. For the perſons required to Engage, Whether they are not moſt of them men tyed 
by all or ſome of theſe ſacred and folemn ties; and ſoin the (fight of Goo, the appreben(ion 
of the world, and their own conſcicnces, bound to the purſuance of the ſame according to 
their places and power reſpeRively ; according to what is at large recited in the immedi> 
atly foregoing paragraph ? ( to which,to avoid a tedious recitall,l referre them ) and theſe 
to adhere unto,in the truz and genuine ſents in which they took them, all the daics of their 
lives? 

In the 34 place comes the Engagement it ſelf to be enquired into, which I ſhall doe in 
a few words ; -beginning firſt with the termes, Commus-wealth as it 1# now eſftabliſoed,&Cc. 
Concerning which, the Queſtion is, ; 

Whether by it be not meant, That Gevernment (though unto many who muſt take this 
Engagement unknown ) which under the ferce of the Army is ſet up and managed by a 
few of the houſe of Commens ( ſuch as Col. Pride thought fit to leave, or they havyeſince 
admitted ) ſuch as 1s cſtabliſhed in the Sovereignty of the Sword, the will of the Senldier, 
the thraldome of the Houſes, the bondage of the Subjeq, the death of the King, the ruine 
of his Poſtcrity, the ejeRion of the Lords,and of as many of the Commons as a prevailing 
party of the Army did, doth, or ſhall think fit ? 

Next, for theſe words, Trac and Fauhfaull ;: Whether to betrue and faithfull to a Come 
mon- wealth or State,duth not dire&tly inferre and necefſarily include Praying, Preaching, 
Pleading,and contending to the hazzard of Life and Eſtate for this Government againſt all 
other Governments and Goyerncurs whatſoever ; tn particular againſt the Kings Poſterity, 
agataſt the Houſe of Lords, 2gzainlt the Commons that already are cje&ed, or poſlibly here 
after may be ejeed,thoughever ſo forcibly and wrongfully,in a word againſt that ancienr, 
tried, and known good and defirable Government of King, Lords and Commons For I 
would fain krow, whether being true and faithfall to a State, doth include any lefle then 
what 1s fore. mentioned ; and particularly whether this State will account that man true 
and faithfulluoto them, who in his place according to poyer and opportunity doth not or 
ſhall not doe all th ſc for them ? It leflz be meant mn the words,and lefle will content them, 
I conceive under favour, it were expedient they would declare it. 

Now if this be the ſenſe of the Engagement,and theſe be the obligations of tho&that re 
quirc, znd of thoſe that are required to engage, It1s ealie to every capacity and conſcience 
not pre-engaged,to make anſwer to the firlt query, viz, Wherher they whe are the preſene 
Power of this Nation, be in conſcience and equity bound, or tn prudezce neceſſitated (for 
indecd there can be no prudence, and mult be no neceſſity again(}<quity and conſcience )} 
thus carneſtly to prefle and enforce the Engagement, | 
 Bucforthatits the uſuall anſwer (though I could nzyer yet fee it made good) that all 
thoſe obligatiens cexſe to binde cither them or others, 7{ball yet for the further clearing 

this query propound theſe following queries, Andnrlt as to that of their being bound in 
conſcience and equity, - 

1, Whether there be any law of God or _ doth binde them to it, unlcfle that of their 

: own 


a (4) 


own making, and therefore in their own power to repeal. As for that which may be pres Y 
tended,that the law of nature doth dire them to feek their own preſervation and eſtabliſh. | 
ment ; They will themſelves grant that its only depraved nature which puts men upon | 


unlawfull waics of ſclf-preſervation and ſelf-cſtabliſhment, 

2. If there be then on the peoples part much cauſe of ſcruple and refoſall, and if they in 
Power be nootherwiſc tied then by their own reſolutions, whether is it agreeable to Chri- 
ſian Religion,reRihed reaſon,common cquity or charity : or is it a thing becoming Chri- 
Rians who are to deny themſelves, to ſeck not their own but others wealth, that is, wel. 
fare; in things indiff:rent to become all things to all men, to be gentle, tender=heart- 
cd, pittifull, with all lowlincſſe and meekneſſc, and long-ſaffcring, ro forbear cone anc- 


ther in love, &c, Or Chriſtian Magiſtrates who are to be nurſing fathers, good ſhep- 4 
herds, not to have their hearts lifted up abovetheir brethren, &c, Or laſtly thoſe who | 
tave profeft nothing morc then to have regard to tender conſciences, thus to continue +. 
urging and preſſing with threats and menaces of the higheſt nature this Engagement upon ' 
thoſc men who (being men of known and approved fidclity) are ready to take their oaths 


in the preſence of Almighty God, before them and the world, tha: they upon no other 
grounds doe refuſe it, bur becauſe it is againſt their confciences ? Whether this be not in 
good carneſt a bringing men upto their meaſure, a bearing rule with rigour, a Lording it 
over the Lords heritage,a ſctting up thrones in mens conſcences: things which heretofore 
none dreaded more then thoſe who arenow moſt active with and for them? Liberty of 
conſcience, what's become of thee now ? orelſe 1s this ir,tor fome men to doc what they 
leaſe Þ 
; 3- Whetker this be not very hard dealing,to difinherit their Brethren of their birthright, 
viz. the benefit of the Law of the Land, and by out-lawing them, to expoſe them to the 
fraud ofall men,and all this becauſe in ſome things they diſſent from them,and having gone 
as farre as they can,arc willing to fit dow quiet, and theuzh they would not have them go 
on,yet they doe not hinder them, bat if they do call upon them ſome time, and mine them 
ofthe danger which is before them, yet they do it out of the tender reſpet they ber uito 
thcir welfare ?whether,I fay,is not this extream,and agar I fay,cxtream dealing? We will 
ſuppoſea ſhip bound for the Weſt-Indics, the Marriners, PafIengers and Souldiers articling 
mutually to affiſt each other in the voyage all in their places. The m-ft conſiderable part of 
theſe conceiving the Maſter, ar.d ſome others acting at his beck, to ſteer a wrong courſe, do 
enter into an Engagement of oppoſing and refiraining bim and his party ,and to be aſi tant to 
each other herein, that ſo they may indecd arrive, both Maſter and they, where they all pre- 
tend, yet ſo as they center into ſpeciall obligations, making withall ſcverall proteſtations 
and dcclarations to God, Angels,and ': en, that by this rcftraint and oppoſition they do in= 
tend,and with the hazzard of their lives and fortunes will enzeavour in, the preſervatizn of 
the ſvip to the place appointed, the ſafety, yea the freedome and honour of th: Maſter, fo 
that - Sole who ſee or hear of the accident, ſhall be conſtrained to ſay that theſe men in 
thus doing had no other though's cr intentions but the preſervation and welfare of the 
Maſter in this farcible preſc: vatio;, of the ſhip. Well, after much oppoſition, one par'y 


tugging this way, the othcr hauling that way, after many ſtormes and feared wrecks the 


Covenanting patty ptwail:z,and bing inthe judgement of the Aarriners, with whom they 
entruſted the guidance of ihe ſhip, and inthe apprebenſions, not only of the generality, but 
of the moſt experienced of itn paſſengers in fight of the haven, the Maſter and they likely to 
agree upon termes of fafety , 2N* now ready fo thrult in for the long defired Raven : The 
Souldiers with ſome few ef the Maizizers, and an enconſiderable party of the paſſengers, 
upon ſome ſn=ciall impult., anc preterded apprehenſion of danger, <tther as it that were 
nat the place they were bound for, or 35 if-he Maſter woul: far the Faithfull ſervice they 
had done,bave for ever an cvi!1cyc upon them Ghough they anc the.; par.y had by corſene 
difar:nef 
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difarmed him and his) binde and threaten to throw over-board,or ſet a ſhoar as many of the 
Marriners as they conceive might oppoſe them, fall foul upon the Maſter ( who now 
thovght they had bcen all friends) take off his head, throw him and bis children over- 
board, ſtear about as the reſt conceive for Twnz or eAlgeire, and not contented that the 
diflenting party ſhould promiſe peaccable demeanour towards them while they go on in 
theſe their violent courſes, and to a& whatſocyer lawfully they may upon known princt- 
ples of equity and ſafety, for the common preſervation of the ſhip, but will conſtrain them 
contrary nct only totheir inclinations, but conſciences alſo,to comply with, juſtific, and a& 
for them 1 the very purſaance of theſe their croſle enterpriſes, otherwiſe they threatento 
deprive them the common benefit of that (hip,in which befcre this force,they had,and (till 
of right have more intereſt then themſelves ; and either will throw thetnover-board, or 
Elſc ſer them a ſhoar marmed among ſavages and brutes. 

4. Whether is no: this in fight a way to out-law, and ſo to deprive, undoe and ruine,and 
drive out of this Kingdome,many of as holy ,humtle, peaccable, faithfull, learned, judicious 
and corſciencious men as any are inthe Kingdome: in all things c:ſe, they themſelves be- 
ing judges, blameleſſc and withcut excection, A means to ſuſpend, and ruine more faith» 
full, able and conſcienciovs Miniſters, with their families, then-ever were ſuſpended and 
ruincd by the tyranny of all. he Archbiſhops, Biſhops,Chanccllours,@+c, in any or all their 
arbitrary Courts whatſoever, for the whole reign of the two laſt Kings, King Fames and 
King Charles: a means to make more Chriftians (if we have not remitted much of our 
zcale) weary of this Land, were there waies toeſcape, then were in thoſe times. And 
would theſe men be willing te have the complaints of thoſe menand their children whom 
they ſhall hereby utterly undoe, lie at their wn doors and at the doors of their poſterity 3 
Bay more be recerded in heaven apainit them and theirs to the third and fonrth generation 
in theſe or the like expreſſions ? © Theſe are the men,or the children of thoſe men,who only 
to ſhew their Authority, and ro make the greatnef-: of their Power and Majeſty appear, & 
hare put me, my father or my grandfzther to this {2d dilemma: That T (or they) being thus g,. Pap, 
a::d thus engaged, cither muſt in order totheir injanQton, promiſe that, which (in the pre- z & ;, 
ſence of GcdI averre it ) I judge contrary to ſach and ſuch termer engagements facred 
and civil, againſt the light, and againſt the peace of mine own Conſcience : or if 1 diſſent, « 
theugh I promiſe al) quiet and peaceable carriage, all faithtulzefle in my place and calling, * 
yea and to at whatſcerer I lawfuily may upon common known principles to the common © 
coo), yea —_— my diſſent be only in ſuch things as are exce<4ing full of ſcruple at the « 
teſt, in waies, acknowledged by thoſe who firſt :ed in thei,to be extraordinary and irre- *« 
gular, yet I ruſt be outed of my cling, denicd my mainterance, be deprived of my birth. «« 
right,the proteRion of the Laws, a thing uſually permitted to Aliens and ſtrangers {yea * 
enemies oftentimes, engaging for their peaceatle carriage) and in a word be expoſed to: © 
the fraud, viol nce and fury of all men, that whoever ſhall by force or fraud ſeize pon or c« 
detain my gouds and eſtate, there can be no appe3l co the law for me, no plea againſt him? 
And will not God ariſe for thecry of one thus eppreſi: d, and ſet bim in ſafety{(in due time) © 

from bim that puffeth at him? P, 12.7. ce 

5. Whether will not many, when they ſhall ſee the event, and compare things with * 

things, think it a device toundermine and out many painfull, con{cienctous Miniſters, an 
in proceſſe of ime (by that time the ſouldiers want money nx) bring them intoa premy-: 
wire, anc expoſe their livings to publike ſal: : Such Miniſters (1 fay) with other eannene 
Chriſtzans, as ſticking to their firſt principles and Engo2erments, difſent from the preſent 
proceedings; whetler] ſay many will not upon tic £1.61 conclude, this Engagement 
priv<1p-Ily iniente.t for that purpeoſt ? 

6. Suppoie 3 cy in; profent power had been the men cj=&cd, and thoſe few left in the - 
houſe has gong v4; in ics as contrary to Row. inclinations and conſiciences: and when: 

- B they . 
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they had done;compelled the ejeRted and their party to engage With them, or to. ſay no 
worſe, propoſed ſuch conditions as their conſciences could in no wiſe bear: whether would 
not they have made as much oppoſition as any now is made, haye cried out as loud upon 
fuch harſh dealings as any now whatſocver? what en4 of ſuing tor Toleration, Toleration, 
Toleration,would theres be with them in ſuch a caſe as.chis, who cannot in things appertai- 
ping to God endure the Scriptures themſelves ſhould be binding many of them?And where 
is that golden rule of our Sivicur, Wha: ſeever things ye World that men ſhould do to you, ao ye 
ev ſoc them, fir this is the Law and the Prophets? I ſhould now have done with the tirft 
branch of this Qaery,the Ccaſci:nce and Equity there is for preiſing this Engagement, but 
that me thinks, ] air-ady hear many enquiring ; What thzn ? are all thoſe Oaths, Pcoteltati- 
03:,05c. no longer of value ? arc tiey bccome rotten cords, cancel'd bands, old Almanacks, 
ofno force, vertue or uſe, trom the day of the date of this now Engagement,and tor ever ? I 
Eave been already orer-tcdions, yet mult propound a Queſtion or two, as touching this allo 

I, Whether intaking the Oaths and Covenants aforctaid, were thee our thoughts and 
purpoſes? that we were by all theſe bound to endeavour the preſervation of the Priviledges 
2nd Power of Parliaments, the preſervation, honour, &c, of the King and his poſterity, &c. 
and that thus we would do as long as we were overpowerd by,or (tood in fear of a ſtronger, 
or were held play by an equall party, or other the like rabs lay in our way : But if ever we 
ſhould become Matters ot the fiz1d, get above all our fears, and having meaſured, finde our 
{words the longeſt ; that from thenceforth it ſhould be lawtull for us, and we would depoſe 
and behead the King, cut cft his poſterity, calt cut the Lords and Cominons too, if they 
ſtood in our way ? were theſe our thoughts, what honelt man is there whole heart would 
not have riſen againlt ſuch ſuggeſtions ? what zealous man but would not (as we {ay) have 
fpit in the face of kim that (hoald have faid it ? what worſe did or could the adverſe par 
in the very keight of their miſchiefand malice affirm? in a word what is there now where- 
of they haye more cauic to bolt ? and for which honeſt well-meanjng Covznanters haye 
more cauſe to bluſh and bs a/hamed? or what could have beca done moreto the Jullifying of 
betr cauſe,then by doings all theſe things are done? 

2-Suppoſe the Kings pariy,againſt whole proceedings the Corenant was principally in- 
tende&ghail prevailed, 2nd having gotten the whole power into Their hands,gone 011 10 Waics 
1n all appearance direaly contrary to the Cevenant;inould all Covenanters have accounted 
themſclres thereupon who'ly dit-engaged, fo as to i{zrve the contrary party 1n any tking ; 
as for inſtance, ſuppsſ: the King and Lords thoutd have ejetea the Commons, or the King 
both Lords and Commons, or if the Lords gatninz the ſtzre, thould have depoſed and -bc= 
headed the King, have cje&tei the C:mmons ; nay, ve! farthzr and yer neerer the matter in 
hand, had ſome tew of the Lords not only deitroted the King, put down the houſe vt Com- 
mons, but cjzeRed,or at L-aſt complyecd and aRed with thoie who did cje above 3. ports.in 
four, it not fix parts in ſeven of their own houle too, ſhoulaiCI ſay)any conſciencious Coyes 
ranter willingly or unwiliingly be brought to fubicrize hereunto? was there any ſac! in» 
tention from the beginning? would he not have been a Deltrquentz a Malignant, and what 
not, that ſhould ave put avy ſuch ſenſe upon the Coverant ? 

I. ] know it's ob3-ced, that the reaſon is not the fame, as if the Kirg or Lords ſhould 
have done this :becauſc they, viz, the Commons are the peoples Repreſentatives, and re= 
ceive from them their Aatberity ; Bur I would fain know where'that man dwels that can 
make this good 3 that tlie peoPte committed themiclves to fuch a number of Commons as 
the Army thould chute ? or wheres may finde him who hath proved the power of this Na« 
tionabcut nine or ten years ago, or any time (ince, to have ben in the people, unleſle theſes 
few Commons, and the Army, and they cnly be tac people ? 

2, Once more, Suppoſe in all theſs we had got appeal'd unto God, and they had been 
only fo many civiil compacts among men, yet being mutuall obligations of man to —— 
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; fortheir ſecurity, then all Engagements in the world, from thoſe with whom any thing 


' of the world, have no votes in tbe Courts of Juſtice upon earth, are yet precious in the ſight a 


it were more agreeable to Chriſtian polity,to the revealzd will of God,and their much pre- more, or 


* rigour, and lordirg it over their brethren, inconfiſt. 


tion, to cut-law thoſe popiſh recuſants, who could in no wiſe be brought to take the Oath former 


of the two Nations of Englardand Scotlandeach to other : whether may Either of the Na- 
tions depart from it without the conſcnt of the other, or putother interpretations upon ir, 
then was by bothart firſt 2grccd upon, at their own pleaſure, and to the ſerving their own 
turns ? T he like may be demanded concerning any party, eſpeciaily a minor and more in- 
confiderable party of Engagers, whether they can at pleaſure interpret, or tej2& the Cove» 
nant,withont, and contrary to the ſenſe and minde of the m:jor part of the Covenanters, 
making out of it what b:{t may ſaute with their preſent conditions. 

It's more then time that I proceed now to the 24 branch of this Qnery, viz, Whether 
they in preſent power are ina prudeniall way neceſſitated to require the Engagement ? 
And firſt by the way, I hop: weall grant thjs : That Iawlefſe neceſli:y is in it ſelfan urlaw- 
fall plea : And that this is a maxime of perpetuall verity, That a man is nevet neceſſitated to 
fin. Burt to the purpoſe, this neceſſity or expediency may (as I conceive) be reducea tb theſe 
2. heads, their own ſecurity,their citabliſhment,and the putting a difference between their 
friends and their enemics : naw in order to theſe, I ſhall begge leave to propound a few 
Queries, and thoſe very bricf, 

I. As touching that of ſecurity, Whether they think they may ſafely confide in all thoſe 
who have or ſhall take the Engagement : or rather whether many of thoſe who having al- 
rcady digefted ſeverall Engagements, do greedily ſwallow up this alſo, may no: fit as looſe 
tothem as crer, yea, be ſome of them as ready to ſeek their ruine as ever? nay, whethet 
they have not more canſe to ſtand in fearof many of thoſe, who, fer ſelf-ends, as preſent! 
peace, proteion, enjoy ment of gain, full offices, &c. do take it, then of thoſe, who out of 
conſcience refuſe it ? 

2. Vhether an Engagement from pious, peaceable, md conſ{ciencians men, in theſe 6f « ang is 
thelike Terms : * That they will in all things be true and faithful under this preſent power, not this as 


ſo far as is confiſtent with former Engagements, might not be enough : yea, and make more much as 

ve cn 

will down, and when they have ſworn by all that is facred, are {ti!] ready to cut the throats 00 Conſe 

of thoſe to whom tliey ſeemingly ſwore tealty ? | give: and 
3, Agto Eſtabliſhment, Whether would it not more tend to their eſtabliſhment, by all indeed 


fair watesto win over, fo farre a5 may be, a gifſenting party, rather then farther to irritate more then 


them, eſpecially ſach a party, who though they are weak and feeble, of no form in the eyes = _ 
em 2 


of God, potent in the high Court of heaveo,and mighty with the God of heaven, Certainly they deſire 


tended regard of tender conſciences, to entreat ſuch gently, (ſhewing them all poſſibte will they 
k.ndeneſle for their Maſters, ray, for their Fathers ſake, thin to ſite their fellow-ſervants, © Proſe/> 
holding them then fali by the throat, when they are calt down at their feet, ruling with "rg 


4. Whether it were the pradtice of this Kingdom in any Princes reign fince the reformas enc with 


of Supremacy, but w-re preſumed by the prineiples of their Religion to be enemies there- Eng1gee 
unto: of whole plots and practices zgainſt the then powers, Q. Ezabethand K. Tames had mth 
in their daics ſufficientexperience': And do the Miniſtry and godly people of this Nation, 
becauſe of their difſenting, Jeſerve worſe of this State, then thoſe treacherous and bloudy 
Papiſts did of the State then?I hope it 1s not come to that, ; 
51 Whether they in preſent Power can poſlibly think of involving the people into more 
nd more tying Engagements, then thoſe by which they were obliged to the late King ? 
And if, when he among other m:ſcarriages, paſt the bounds of moderation, theſe obliga- 
tions and ties could not ſecure, cſtabliſÞ, and'prefetye him, how can they expe that this 
pr any other, if they bzeak out into the like exorbitanees, ſhall them ? 


6.\hether : 
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6. Whether there be any thing more ominous to x Power, theft thoſtraining itto the 
hi:heft. And whether this were not tho main, if not the only thing that overthrew the 
King and the Biſbops > Examine your own experience, and ſcarch other Hiſtories, 

7. T9the third thinz, Whether will chis prove a diſtinguiſhing note, a means te {cpa« 
rate between the precious and the viic, betweea faſt friends and devouring enemi:s? or | 
rather is it not likely to bring a ſnare upon the truly conſciencious, a blot and black mark, 
and to free the of:ndoar, a way to have implacgaie, invetcrate, and kaowa enemics, be- 
caufe of their preſent forc2d co.nplimc 2, to go Rttalt, bzcauſe tained friends : and on the 
other ſide, thaſ: who have given, and ill ars ready to give alithe aſſitancethey lawfully 
may, to be reckoned the only enemies ? AY. 

[ have yet one thing more to propound, and that 13, wh:ther they in preſent pewer are 
not bound in conſcience,equity and prudenes, when ſuch canſ1dcrations as theſe are off:red 
to take notice of them, and either puncuallyxand plainly to clear them, or elſe to deliſt ur. 
ging what they ſee mens conſciences upon good&groun1s cither utterly againſt, or at leaſt 
ſtaggerd and puzzle1 at ? 

Lay,li none of all theſz and the like conſiderations prevaile, Whether there may not 

ſome lighter p:nalty beawarded ? 

And thus I tare done with tie firft Query ; I ſhould now procecd in like manner to en. 
large the 24, viz, Whether the peaple be not bound in conſcience to refuſe this Engage- 
ment ? but this hath ſo near aftinicy with the former, and is fo inyolred in it, that what- 
ſocver tends to the reſolution of that, it rightly applyed will anſwer this alſo, --- Intro 
2omine de te, &c, change thetitle and the relations, and thou art the man we have talk'd of 
all this while. Go bat therefore, and diſcreetly and impartially examine thy felf accord- 
ing to the interrogatories propounded, and when thou haſt done conlider yet further. 

1, Whether, the premi{<s well weighed, there be not more cauſc of refufall then enga» 
ging ? andif ſo, whether it be not farre better and much more deſirable to ſuff:r the utmoſt 
that the moſt potent, enraged and molt refolved of men can infli& or threaten ; then by 
reach; Wiltuli, deliberate aid advited oreach or Covenantyio provoke the moic high God 
to whom thou haſt lifted up thy hand, to wound thine own conſcience, to diſhonour God, 
bring a ſcandall upon R=1igion, arcproach upon profc{hon, to ſhame Profeſſors and make 
them ſtink in the noſtrils of the world; to opzn the mouths of blaſphemers, to give then 
cauſe of inſulting and much gloryinz,to weaken the hands of ſome;to harden others in their 
perverſz: waics,laying a tumbling block before many of thy brethren ; laſtly, to give thy 
{cIf up to that faviſh baſeneſle of ſpirit, as to be ready to rolinquiſh wholſome long re- 
cained principles,to ſwear, unſwear,forſwear,giving up thy conſcience to ſerve the luſt and 
pl-aſure of any prevailiag party ? 

2. Suppoſe the Army ,or any prevailing party thereoi, Levellers or elſe, ſhould cjeR the 
menin preſent power and thruſt in others, throw down this Government and ere ano- 
ther (ſappaſe of King Lords and Commons, or ſome, or one, er any of theſe, for who can 
fay what men willdo?) quitc oppoſite to this, whether art thou ready with the ſame chear- 
fulnefſe to engage againſt this and for that, be it what it will be ? thou maiſt turn thy coat 
ſo oftentill thou maiſt be aſhamed to wear it ary ſide outward. 

In fine, let us lay ſ-riouſly to heart that abundant breach of faith among us : for which the 
Lord is diſplcaſcd, the godly grieved, the Land doth, mult, and will mourr, of which the 
world taketh notice, and it will not be long, if it be not already, cre they that ſpeak in Pro- 
verbs, will promiſe what they intend never to perform, and aver what they know to be 
falſc, fid: Anglicans, upon the faith of an Englith-man. | 


PROVERBS 20, 25, 
It is a ſnare to man who devonreth that which is holy, and after vows to make enquiry. 
: 1 


